	
	 



Ethical self-assessment

Complete this checklist for each empirical research project within AUC’s curriculum or organization to determine if a full ethics application is required. If you are a student (group), then this form needs to be filled in and signed together with your teacher/lecturer/supervisor who will also personally archive it.

If there are questions about this checklist please contact the Ethics Committee via the secretary dr. Maurits de Klepper, m.c.deklepper@auc.nl. 

Applicant/principal investigator details
1. Name of the researcher(s): 
2. Email address: 

Project details
3. Title: 

For students only
4. Teacher/Lecturer/Supervisor name(s):
5. Teacher/Lecturer/Supervisor e-mail: 
6. For Course: 








Ethics Review Pre-check:
	1. If the project involves medical research with human subjects or objects, has it been approved by a Medical Research Ethics Committee (Medisch Ethische Toetsingscommissie; METC)?
	YES / NO / NOT APPLICABLE

	2. In case of animal research, is the project licensed by the “Centrale Commissie Dierproeven” and is the researcher executing the experiments certified in “Proefdierkunde”?
	YES / NO /NOT APPLICABLE

	3. If conducting fieldwork, are steps taken to minimize direct environmental disruption (e.g., careful planning to avoid harm to local ecosystems, habitats or human communities)?
	YES / NO/ NOT APPLICABLE

	4. Does the study take steps to limit its broader environmental impact, including energy usage, carbon footprint, or other resource consumption?
	YES / NO/ NOT APPLICABLE

	5. Taking into account purposive inclusion/exclusion criteria of the study, are there steps taken in participant selection to ensure the study is equally accessible to a range of social, cultural, and demographic backgrounds, and varying abilities (e.g. physical, or mental)?
	YES / NO / NOT APPLICABLE

	6. Will collected personal data be de-identified (through anonymization and pseudonymisation)?
	YES / NO / NOT APPLICABLE

	7. Will personal data be stored securely, including secure archival methods, to protect against unauthorized access?
	YES / NO / NOT APPLICABLE

	8. If AI is used in data collection, analysis, or interaction with participants, has the tool been reviewed for potential biases, and are steps in place to mitigate any identified risks of bias, discrimination, or unfair treatment?
	YES / NO/ NOT APPLICABLE

	9. If AI is used, does the tool comply with data protection and privacy standards (e.g., GDPR) to ensure secure handling of participant information?
	YES / NO/ NOT APPLICABLE



· If you have answered NO to one or two of this questions, the study CANNOT be approved by AUC. 
· If you have answered YES/NOT APPLICABLE, please proceed.


Ethics Review checklist
	10. Does the study involve participants who are particularly vulnerable or unable to give informed consent? (e.g., children, people with learning disabilities, clinical populations?)
	YES / NO

	11. Will it be necessary for participants to take part in the study without their knowledge and consent at the time (e.g., covert observation of people in non-public places)?
	YES / NO

	12. Does the study involve questions that are both personal and potentially stigmatizing for the respondent (e.g., referring to sexual, illegal, or deviant activities)  AND the participant is not given the option to not answer the question?
	YES / NO

	13. Will the study involve the withholding of information from, or deliberate deception of, participants? (please note, withholding hypotheses does NOT fall under this category) 
	YES / NO

	14. Could the study induce psychological stress or anxiety or cause harm, pain or negative consequences beyond the risks encountered in normal life?
	YES / NO

	15. Does the study require access to records of personal or confidential information, including genetic, medical or other biological materials, concerning identifiable individuals?
	YES / NO

	16. Are drugs, placebos or other substances (e.g., food substances, energy drinks, vitamins) to be administered to the participants? 
	YES / NO

	17. Will the study involve invasive, intrusive or potentially harmful procedures of any kind?
	YES / NO

	18. Will the study involve prolonged or repetitive testing? (please note, test-retest conditions do NOT fall under this category)
	YES / NO

	19. Will the study be conducted from a non-protected Internet site that is accessible to the general public?
	YES / NO

	20. [bookmark: _Hlk82184933]Will financial inducements (other than reasonable expenses and compensation for time) be offered to participants?
	YES / NO



· If you have answered ‘NO’ to the above questions, you can use the standardized informed consent form. You are responsible for developing your own suitable information- and debrief forms/scripts. 
· If you have answered ‘YES’ to any of the questions you will have to take extra protective measures (see Box below) AND your teacher/lecturer/supervisor needs to approve these. If your teacher/lecturer/supervisor is in any doubt about these measures or your project in general then you will have to submit this form and a research proposal (see capstone guidelines) before the beginning of the project to dr. Maurits de Klepper, m.c.deklepper@auc.nl.






Extra precautionary measures taken in case of one or multiple YES(s) on the checklist:
	










By signing off the researcher confirms to be aware of the main safety rules, ethical principles and rules of integrity at AUC and with the particular field of study/academic discipline, and acknowledges final responsibility.

Principal investigator(s):					Teacher/Lecturer/Supervisor 
Signed							Signed
Date							Date
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